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Pastors  double 
attendance  at 
prayer  meeting 


YEC  ATTENDANCE  ON  INCREASE^ 


ATLANTA  (Ml  —  Twice  at  Jack  Grahiuii,  paator  of 
many  pattota  gathered  for  the  Dallat*atea  Prt^onwood 
two  days  of  focused  prayer  in  Church  in  Plano,  Texas,  and 
Attenta  compared  to  the  first  former  two-term  president 
such  meeting  li^  foil  in  Dal-  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
•*  '  vention,  said  he  was  grate- 

fnl  for  pastor  friends  who 
prayed  in  foith. 

'^e  met  together  to  seek 
God  and  encouraw  one  an¬ 
other  in  felloieship  and  be¬ 
lieving  prayer,'  Graham 
wrote  in  a  statement  to  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  'Only  one  mmoa: 
to  ask  God  to  rekindle  our 
love  for  Jesus,  revive  HU 
church  and  ensole  us  to  fdl- 
flD  HU  nsUsion  oo  earth  to 


across  tfaU  natk^  Floyd, 
pastor  of  Cross  Church  in 
northwest  Arkansas,  wrote  in 
ablogpoat 

PImrd  was  greatly  en- 

aonsninA  by  ihs  naseieMt  for 


'I’m  eonfidettt  wo  tg*  bet¬ 
ter  men  and  mote  eOsedvc 
servants  of  Christ  because  we 
gathmd  in  HU  Great  Name  0 
and  far  HU  Gloty  (^ibesians 
3:ao-ai).' 

Floyd  said  pastors  and 
ministsrs  at  the  Atlanta 
Meeting  were  lying  on  tiieir 
faces innnniility.poiiring out  t 
their  prayers  not  fast  for  oth-  fl 
ers  but  for  their  own  spiritual  I 
conditiott.’  He  said  he  saw  J 


9nrr  PbHIipa,  Christian  vocalM  fromTuacaio^  Al.,  and  bar  band  porform  m  th» 
ailOTBAt¥baogslM<A  Ois«snMff>«0  A.E.  W^ColUaum  on  ttw  campon  of  MUNssippI 
CoNaga  in  Clinton.  Don  Lum,  director  of  avaogaHarn  for  ttw  MUsUsippl  Baptist  Convention 
Board  In  Jackson  and  YEC  coordHiator,  said  1,200  young  psopia  and  ttwir  ohaparonaa  at- 

landad  ttya  annual  evaot.  a  riaa  oMbout  100  aliondaes  ovar  ttw  previous  yaarh  total.  The 

Vbuttt  Evei^liam  OtwHanga  U  ri|p6ftad  by  adnttaaion  faas  and  ttw  MUalssIppI  Cooparativa 
Progrem.  (Photo  by  William  H.  P«Rm  Jr.) 


id  other  min- 
togetiier  Jan. 
femn  Atlanta 


for  senior 


but  the  Isfaet  meetug  wss 
open  to  s  broader  group.  The 
men  were  from  iBo  chuichas 
in  aB  statee  as  well  ss  vsri- 
otts  Southern  Baptist  enti¬ 
ties,  state  conventions,  snd 
otiio’ ministries.  U 

'The  only  snswer  in  the 
church  and  m  our  nation  U  a 
mafar  move  of  God,  and  He  U 
pladng  a  strong  burden  and 


f  .  ■  •  •  r  *-*<  1 

Are  V  J.' -a-  *  1 

WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Speal:  out  for  the  chUdren 


WSou&eniBtptittclMi^inKWtfa 
we  used  to  ^  lOot 

rf  song#  m  Sond»y  SdwoJ  ■asM^.  One  a 
«M«  bad  the  faie: ‘And  if  the  devQ  doesn't 
10^  he  can  sit  on  a  tack.*  _ 

As  tbe  yean  have  gone  Iv.  IwieaSM 
there  are  a  lot  of  things  die  devil  doeso^ 

'like,  in  fal  a  lot  of  dungs  the  Scripture  SBiys 
the  deva  sg^  One  9f  there  d^ 
is  die  sound  of  enSdren  ainguig.  vjut  the 
mouths  of  babes,*  Jeaus  says,  quoting  the 
Pnbm,  Tourjiraise  vrin  oonie. 

Ai  Jreus  tafc  us,  those  who  becMne  re 
little  chfidren  are  tnore  vAo  wiD  inherit  the 

■fjniKVnn  of  God  Ofatthew  IS-.2-3)-  Satan 

sees  die  pkdnre  of  bis  own  defeat  in  thore 

chadten^&oes.  _  , 

That’s  why  in  every  an  we  have  to  rtaod 
vwaant  agahist  a  ciilhire  of  death  UK  stand 
up  for  a  cukuR  of  lift  Chie  of  the  things 
to  winch  we  should  oornmitouraeires  IS 
to  work  toward  the  day  when  not  oidy.  re 
otto  leader  put  it  ware  ago,  abortfoo  wa  be 
ilagal  —  aldiougnwesbauldwaifcfordiat  — 

luitiilwiiiitienmiiationiaunthiiilnhle! 

We  Aould  be  atandiiig  op  to  protect  dto 
livee  of  children  in  lew.  We  nand  be  work¬ 
ing  in  our  vDliDg,  in  our  kxialatire  luoceai, 
to  protect  die  Ihea  of  childten.  We  alao  need 
to  w  woiidiig  wkfain  our  oongregtoions  to 
w rli«nArMnindtairseh>MtMtdtorei8I10 
wch  dung  re  a  watoed  human  life. 

H  - -  2w  Iwrew  gtaren  re 


Guesa  opinion 

with  Russell  D.  Moors 


prayerfully  oonakier  speertieading  an  eftxt 
toatartone. 

You  might  begin  bv  speaking  with  the 
lethim  in  your  local  aniicfa  or  with  prolife 
organizations  such  re  Hie  Fkahn  139  Project 


floe  o.  Wade.  Jdin  us  in  honoring  malf‘'TDrvey,»'»%>  has  become  a 
the  fundamental  American  values  CWayufc  wants  nothir^mprrtj 
of  fteedom  and  ptivrey  that  due  doitohrrelaanoral,  apiiitual,  at» 

landmark  Suptrene  Court  dedsfon  consdtudoiial  trav^. 
giving  women  the  riabt  to  acoere  ‘ItwMtmrpreadonynij  Jal«M 

abor3(»reprreentC  said  the  Roe,  which  had  been  iiaed  to  * 

NAKAVl’n>^huioe  America  wdv  create  the ‘rigbf  to  abort^  dH 
site  prior  to  dtoobaervanee  of  die  of  legal  thin  air.  But  Sarah  WiW 
Iraanzatioii  of  infiuUicide  through  ding^  and  Linda  Ceffw  (her  afe 
ad'nine  months  tomey]  never  ttdd  mnimt  I  i«i 

ofptcmiancy.  signing  would  allow  women  to  - 

NARAlJPro-Cboice  America  come  up  to  me  15. 20  years  lattv 

even  incfoM  an  interactive  map  and  srw,  "TTiank  you  for  slliiirkig 
ofthe  United  Slataa  where  pro-  metotiavemyfivearaizabari,  ' 
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Racial  diversity  in  ckurch 


Surveys:  Racial  diversity  in  church 
important,  but  difficult  to  achieve 

NASHVUf  (BP)  -  Having  a 
ndaBy  divene  chuitfa  tanuna 
more  dream  than  reality  far  moA 

Protealantpastots.  I  - - — 1  ,  - - ^ 


WUaV*  OBIJO  EAi 

of  UfeWay  Reaearcfa,  par^  be¬ 
cause  of  human  nature.  '’Every¬ 
body  wants  dimsi^,  but  maw 
doni  want  to  be  aroimd  people 
who  are  diffErem.’ 

'The  researdi  study  also  found 
91%  of  pastors  say  ‘diurches 
should  reSect  the  racial  diver¬ 
sity  in  their  community,*  and 


at  wmrtar  p— low  ol  ProlaslanI 
ctwRtMs  say  avary  dturdi  should 
tsiva  tor  ra^  dhwraHy 


look  similar  to  the  people  in 
their  neidibotfaood. 

Mark  ueYmaz,  pastor  of  Mo¬ 
saic  Church,  a  mulDelhmc  cbmcfa 


QRAPEVME,  Ihiiaa  (BP)  —  their  Emilies  could  be  a  cu'- 
“OnlineForlife:  Center  TXoa  ture-cfaanger.  ‘TVhen  you  lu.-  e 
is  speaking  with  someone  con-  that  many  people  intarwidi.  ig, 
sidering  abortion.  Will  you  you’re  going  to  have  babies 
pray?*  ihe  notification  pops  saved,*  Fisber  said, 
op  on  an  iPhone  and  *Ye8*  is  Fi^er  admitted  the  *abor- 
tapped,  adding  another  in-  tson  holocaust*  waa  not  on  his 
terceaaor  in  bmlf  of  sn  un-  radar  in  the  1990s,  but  the 
known  woman  seddng  coon-  Mendship  of  a  CPC  director 
sel  at  an  unknown  Texas  crisw  in  Pittsburgh  and  the  birth  of 
pr^nancy  center.  his  first  son  in  1999  bopm  an 

'inat  tne  woman  was  even  e^t-year  journey  leadug  to 
speaking  with  a  life-affirm-  involvement  in  the  pro- 
tng  counselor  can  be  cred-  .u'e  movement, 
itad  to  a  simple  yet  under-  Ja  *007,  nshm  aad  a  00- 
utilixed  tool  m  tne  pro-life  worker  at  Coral  iidge  Mi^ 
movement;  marketing.  triea  in  Florida  toyed  wWi  the 

Attracting  vramen  to  a  crisis  idea  of  using  the  Internet  and 
pregnancy  centera  (CPC)  of-  social  medu  toditeci 
ten  requires  a  personal  touch,  from  abortion  cnmcs  io  CPO. 
A  woman  facing  a  difficult  It  worked, 
pregnancy  may  confide  in  a  Fisher  took  the  piototyiie  to 
or  family  member.  The  Dallss  in  2009  and  launched 
prayers  of  a  sidewalk  coun-  Online  For  Ufe.  On  June  21, 
si^r  may  be  the  last  words  a  2010,  die  first  OFL  baby  1^ 
woman  bears  before  entering  rescued.  That  reality  crasbM 
an  abortion  clinic.  over  FMier  in  a  wave  of  grah- 

What  if  there  was  a  way. to  rudetoCjod. 
direct  a  woman  to  a  CPC^  AD  of  die  hard  work  ^ 
fore  she  leaves  her  home,  and  dedication  wron^it  a  pncmeas 
simuhaneously  rally  a  natkm-  reward  —  the  life  of  a  ba^^res- 
al  network  of  partners  to  prsy  cued  and  a  mother  saved  from 
tor  her?  die  heaitariie  of  abortion. 

“We're  business  guys,  and  we  Thafi  our  baby,’ dwlared 

test  things  so  we  can  maxiinize  Lori  Siala,  executive  directoi 
the  numter  of  bsMea'we  save,*  of  Pregnanqr  Resource  Cen- 
said  Brian  PUNr,  co-founder  of  ter  South  Hills  in  Pittsburgh, 
Online  For  U'e  (OFL),  s  pro-  One  of  three  CPCs  involved 
life  nonprofit  business.  in  the  2007  test  proj^,  Um 

Drawing  on  the  expertite  of  Pittsburgh  centor  becabt 
professionais  in  the  busiiieas  the  first  CPC  in  the  natior 

1.  a.  .  t • 1 u— f f’Wlisaw  li^i 


OeYmaz,  wki  afeo  helped  found 
the  Moasix  network  of  multieth¬ 
nic  churcbes,  sara  pastors  stent 
always  aware  of  now  diverse  their 
communities  have  become. 

*Psstors  vtould  do  wril  to  look 
into  the  ifivenity  of  neaity  pub- 


fe  not.  "Why  should  IT  but, ’How  should  reflect  the  cfiveisity  of 
canl^  their  oommunides. 

Detwin  Grw.psstor  of  Trims-  There  are  some  sigiu  the 
formalian  Cbu^  a  mnlHvriinir  number  of  diverse  churdm  m 
oongregrtioQ  in  l,«nd,  S.C.,  the  United  States  is  growing.  A 
says  if  pastors  want  diverse  con-  2010  Faith  Communitie  Today 
gngatkMS,  thw  need  to  change  survey,  which  ipAided  11,^ 
diOTsennoito.  He  worries  pastore  congregations  of  diffierent  fertile 
support  dhetafr  for  pntgmatic  found  that  about  12.5X  of  Prot- 
nSre  than  theological  reasons.  estant  churches  were  mulh^nic 
Gray  says  the  eady  Ouiatian  when  defined  as  no  single  ethnic 

■  "  *■ - - p  comprising  more  80%  of 

.congregation. 

videdakxv  racial  and  ethnic  liDes.  DeYmaz  says  moving  drversit) 
He  wants  pastors  to  go  back  to  the  from  a  dream  to  a  reality  wiU  take 
chunhes  hard  work.  ‘Wishful  thitildng  in 
tfafe  regard  wiO  not  bring  tncreas- 
for  racial  tng  drversity  to  local  churches  for 
IK  far  die  the  sake  of  the  Goc^’ 
lAiAae-  Mediodology:  The  telephane 

le  Apaade  survey  of  Protestant  pastors  was 
foiul  didn^  start  one  rhui^  for  oonrtocted  in  Sept  4-19.  2013. 

™  C _ JUi  The  c^hng  list  was  randomly 

tntbeNewTestamenLTheGoapri  drawn  from  a  stratified  list  of 
_•  __  1  "  r.*  Protestant  churches. 

Mote'focus  an''racul  divenity  Each  interview  was  conducted 

Bi  diunh  could  find  a  weknne  with  the  senior  pastor,  minirier,  or 
audierae.  A  second  UfeWay  Re-  piiestofthechaiRhcontacted.Re- 
aearcfa  survey,  this  dme  an  online  spooses  were  weighted  to  lefleiS 


nunta  drops  to1£ouM9%  far  churches  were  raasDy  diverse,  Boup 
children  uiifc  five  years  old,  aer  that  idea -as  for*  as  chunte di-  diera 
oordingtoareoentrqxat  from  the  vided  along  rscial  and  ep~“ 

Anocialed  Picas.  Hewantspssfotstogol 

OeYmaz  sees  the  widespread  Bible  to  dhacover  why 
support  for  the  idea  of  dhersity  drouldbediv*^ 
in  die  LfeWay  Research  poO  as  “We  shouktot 
agcxidsign.’WebaveBUiiKltre-  dherofy.  We  should  k 
mendous  ground  over  me  past  10  prodsinstioo  of  ilesus, 
watsoraa*  stes  edmic  rfiveraity.  T 

He  says  a  decade  ago  the  first  Paul  didn^  Mart  one  i___  ^  u-- 

meetiiK  of  die  Moaimi  netv^  Jews  and  one  church  ^  Gentiles  ^  c^ing  hrt  wm 
drew  HXMt  30  people.  A  sum-  inL.  _  . 
lar  meetii^  but  kivanber  drew  broi^  people  togediCT. 
more  than  i,doo. 

He  laqa  pastors  are  more  aware 
ofdwneMfarifiveifetyincfauRh- 

ea.  In  the  past,  DeYmaz  and  cfher  —  _ 

lemfen  in  muhiethiiic  rfonrcbes  pand  of  lj)35  Americans,  foui^  &  geogr^ihic  dM 
spent  much  of  their  time  trying  th«t7Wf*«y‘w«y<*u»^*o“fo  g? 

-to  convince  other  psatois  a^  strive  far  racial  drvwrty.  ertanl  dnirche8."ni 

die  n^  fca  dKerasriTNoav  they  Pifrpioe  peroert  sm  ^  sa^ialflOT^ 
mend  more  dme  tdk^  with  pM-  would  be  most  oomfoitable  vto-  imd  provides  95* 
tors  dxait  stisfcgies  for  crewng  ing  a  church  where  multiple  eth-  the  aampto  error  ( 
divenethurdies.'beYmBzaayB.  nidties  were  w^  leprea^^  ♦^Hi.  Maigire 

*InciesHinaiy,  dielr  qoesfion  Three-quarters  aboaaykburches  higher  m  subgroups. 


m 


ecently,  U^^  In  •  meeting  with 


•r  »  -  w  WIU 

_  _  •  ^up  of  folks  and  whUe  the 
X.  'Vsobsunce  of  the  meeting  had 
nM  gonen  underway,  suddenly  one 
of  the  folk  in  attendance  just  loudly 
exclaimed,  ‘Good  grief!'  ^ddy. 


of  the  fo^  in  attenunce  just  lou< 
exclaimed,  'Good  grief!'  ^ddy 
it  wu  apparent  what  the  problem 
vras  for  the  person.  It  had  to  do  with 
something  that  a  fellow  worker  was 


,  -frwrwawaaa  UgC  UrUOieiZl 

,  was  for  the  person.  It  had  to  do  with 
something  that  a  fellow  worker  was 
supposed  to  do  for  the  meeting  and 
had  Mt  carried  out  their  resppnsibil- 
ity.  The  ly^n  was  inst  exas^rated 
and  sidd,  'Good  grief!' 

Whilethejrknew,  Iknew,  andyou 
know  ^t  is  just  an  expression  that  is 
Mmetimes  used  to  announce  that  all 
is  well  in  our  world,  the  expres¬ 
sion  hM  very  little  to  do  with  the  on¬ 
going  daily  emrience  of  grief  that  we 
Wffie  It  does  n^  take  ve^ 
long  in  life  to  b^  to  feel  the  effects 
^gn^  It  IS  venr  seldom  that  you  ever 
hsve^grirfthat  f^b,  looks,  or  pre¬ 
tends  to  begood. 

Bed  griefWms  to  be  the  kind  with 
wnich  niost  of  us  are  acquainted,  for 
M  a  rule  grief  U  simply  the  stimub- 
tion  of  those  bed  emotions  and  feel- 
ings  that  m  have  within  us.  Most  of 
the  time,  it  is  associated  with  some 
loss  that  we  have  experienced.  It  can 
be  the  loss  of  almost  anything  which 
“*■*«  •  frief  response.  We  do 
not  think  of  it  that  way,  but  it  b  true. 

H  can  06  the  loas  of  a  loved  one  or  a 
It  can  be  the  loss  of  your  job 
or  it  can  be  the  loss  of  self-esteem 
wer  an  experience  at  your  job.  It  can 

M  the  Im  of  a  game  or  a  promotion.  • 

It  b  ^rd  to  desenbe  the  grief  that 
^plego  thro^  when  tS^  have  a  ' 
house  fire  and  lose  everything  that  < 

^have  accumuUted  through  the  ' 

ygsrs.You<auihavs  an  accident  and  1 

aw  andtho^h 


Good  Grief 


tl»t  took  pbee  in  a  termination  of  a 
lob,  »ad  many  other  evento  in  life  are 
bced  with  bitterness.  It  b  hard  to 
disciM  those  feelings,  to  pull  yourself 
together  and  to  move  forward.  While 

It  seems  to  me  that  most  of  the 
^^itbjustbadtothecore.  Why? 
Well,  for  one  reason  It  is  in  a 
sense  an  uiiendinc  grief  because 
?  “J'^’JiS**,****®  memory 

dewr  the  hurt  and  the 
more  vivid  the  loss  the  more  pro- 
foi^  and  maybe  long-term  b  the 

«r^.  You  can  see  that  clearly  in  our 
nstooaalmemoij-bank.  It  b  hard  to 
nnd  I  ^one  who  was  alive  at  the 

time  sho  doesn’t  recall  where  they 

Pmri  itobor  vw  bomba  President 
MMjfwmshot.  9u  to^  place  or 


thought  process  and  your  feelings. 
Sometimes  it  seems  as  though  yon 
are  getting  evemhing  back  together 
and  It  b  just  a  feint  memo^  b^use 
jmu  have  moved  on  in  jroufiife.  But 
suddenly  with  no  warning  at  all  a 
tsunami  of  grief  components  arrive  at 
jmur  heart's  door  and  stop  you  in  vour 


the  painful  procMs*^' 
of  a  bitter  divorce,  the  siniSw^ 


t  place  or 


5^  y®“  do  not  know 

'd*®  Brief  b  going  to  re-enter  your 


- - »-waas|/vM^igg»  arrive  ei 

your  heart  s  door  and  stop  you  in  your 
Yon  thought  you  ivere  getting 
better  and  you  were,  but  grief  has 
it  owns  timetabb,  ib  own  behavior 
gitteras,  and  its  own  shock  system. 
Whet^r  you  like  it  or  not  and  you 
protebly  will  not,  you  have  to  deal 
^vitli  whit  comes. 

That  brings  me  to  n  third  thing 

abontgriefnndtbstisitisan- 

mnnsgeeblc.  It  b  bad  enough  just 
hwng  gnef,  but  the  feet  that  you  can¬ 
not  manage  it  makes  it  even  worse.  It 
»mes,  stirs  up  more  pain  and  seems 
to  hang  around  ui  ib  own  will. 
nr??l^  world  are  we  sun- 

Christ.  He  understands  our 
grirf^i^.  In  the  scripture 
lit?  of  sorrows;  ud 
with  grief,' (Isa.  53-11  He 
^ws  what  the  initial  tmnn^^^d  the 
ongoing  wrestling  with  the^toj^dl 


problems  of  grief  feeb  like.  Simply 
to  know  that  somebody  underetaiids 
what  you  are  going  through  b  a 
source  of  encouragement 

Jekus  certainlyTmows  what  you  and 

I  are  feeling.  The  writer  of  Hebrews 

pn^  that  cannot  be  touched  with^ 
flings  of  our  infirmities;  but  was  fe 
all  points  tempted  as  we  are,  yet  with- 

onl  wrestled  with 

our  problenb,  ana  He  knows  what  voo 

•re  going  thit^h  today.  He  b  not 

just  a  Sbvior  that  feeb  our  pain.  He 
••ongside  of  us,  strengthen 
us,  lift  us  up  and  empower  us  to  *o 
on  mw^rongh  our  momenb  of 

Jmw**  ^--^ble  thing 

He  told  Hb  ovm  disciples  thst  He 
WM  going  away,  but  that  He  would 
'”‘bout  a  comforter, 
one  who  would  be  just 
*J®“l«i«lw*ys  be  alo^- 

sideofthem.  The  Greek  word  the 
Bible  uses  IS  paraclete.  Hewastalk- 
present  Holy  Spirit 

strong  a^  around  us,  li^  us  up  and 
M  powerfully  enables  us  to  continue. 

^  many  prople  have  told  me  through 
^  >*>  time  when*^ 

that  they  would  be  able  to  get  up  and 
j  *  ***“*tion,  or  go  throu^  the 
■  deebion  that  was 
so  charged  with  memories  and  emo- 
tiops.  But  suddenly  the  strength  of 
heaven  was  theirs.  The  grief^ough 
present  and  dear,  could  not  contrm 
Lord  saw 

tnem  through  the  moment. 

^  b  available  to  me,  and  you  can 
maig  ft  down  that  He  b  available  to 
you.  Trust  Him!  Whib  you  may  not 
•ee  grief  as  good,  you  wiU  find  that 
wd  b  Mod  in  the  midst  of  your  grief. 
When  He  shows  up  and  Bfta  you  up, 

TOO  can  Muse  and  quietly  say,  'Good 
It  really  will  be  an  experience 
with  God. 
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cont.  tiom  p.  1 

That  cai^res  what  Ken¬ 
neth  waa  trying  to  do  in  North 
Korea,’  Chung  told  BP.  ’He 
had  t^  bigaeat  heart  for  the 
people  and  the  nation  of  North  | 
Korea,  and  he  wanted  to  ahow  | 
tourista  from  Europe,  Canada 
and  the  United  States  a  differ¬ 
ent  ride  to  the  countrjr  than 
what  we  typically  see  in  the 
western  media  in  the  hopes  of 
bridling  the  cultural  dime.’ 

Wnen  be  was  arrested,  Bae 
waa  on  at  least  bis  15th  such 
trip.  CNN  reported  Jan.  13 
that  North  Korea  accused  him 
of  planning  to  bring  down 
the  government  through 
relWous  activities. 

Q4N  reported  earlier  that 
the  state-run  Korean  Central 
News  Agency  claimed  Bae 
was  setting  up  bases  in  China 
to  topple  the  North  Korean 
government,  waa  encouraging 
North  Korean  citizens  to  bring 
down  the  government,  .and 
was  conducting  a  ‘malignant 
smear  cam paig^.* 

According  to  CNN,  some 
observers  have  Peculated 
that  the  evidence  North  Ko- 
.sea  cites  against  Bae  may  be 
something  he  vos  earring 
with  him  when  he  was  arrest¬ 
ed,  such  as  ,ijr  Bible  or  other 
relirious  MteratUi-e. 

Bm  Is  married  with  three 
children.  His  son  Jonathan 
has  writtfia  a  petition  to  U.S. 
flMMlHQr  of  SWe  John  Kerry, 
U.S.  President  Barack  ^ ' 


them  to  secure  special  amner- 
ty  for  his  fother. 

More  than  150,000  peo¬ 
ple  have  signed  the  petition, 
whidi  is  accessible  at  change. 
orWFreeKenNow. 

^M}r  father  —  like  any  other 
American  Cather  —  was  work¬ 
ing  hard  to  provide  for  his 
family,’  the  MBtr  from  Jona¬ 
than  Bae  St  O 

Last  Sh.  rmer,  the  family  re¬ 
ceived  a  video  of  Bae  and  waa 


'He  had  the  biggest  heart  for  the  people  and  the 
nation  of  North  Korea,  and  he  wanted  to  ahow 
tourists  from  Birope.  Canada  and  the  United  States 
a  different  side  to  the  country  than  what  we  typically 
see  in  the  western  media  in  the  hopes  of  bridging 

the  cultural  divide.' 

TarriCtNHie 


Ktmth 


I'a  stotar 


shocked  to  see  that  be  bad  lost 
's  rignifiesnt  amount  of  weight, 
Johnathan  Bates  said. 

‘His  time  in  prison  has 
clearly  taken  a  toll  on  his 
health  —  and  this  was  only 
two  months  into  his  15-year 
sentence.  The  video  showed 
my  father  working  eight  hours 
01  jrfiysical  labor  in  the  fields, 
plowing  and  forming  six  days 
a  vreek.  He  has  chronic  health 
conditions,  indnding  diabetes, 
heart  problems  and  back  pain, 
which  require  dose  monitor- 
ing  gnd  medical  treatment,’ 
Bae’s  son  wrote. 

“We  don't  know  bow  quick¬ 
ly  his  health  will  deteijorate 
and  bow  much  longer  bit  body 
can  withstand  the  impact  <n 
the  labor  camp.’ 

’  In  the  video,  Bae  reportedly 


asked  the  U.S.  government  to 
help  him  regain  freedom. 

North  Kom  was  ranked  as 
the  world's  top  prosecutor  of 
Christians  for  Uie  12th  consec¬ 
utive  year  in  a  report  released 
Jan.  8  by  Open  Doors,  which 
seeks  to  strnigthen  the  perse¬ 
cuted  church. 

The  officUlly  atheist  state 
practices  a  cult-like  worship 
of  the  Kim  fomily  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  imprison  frtun  50,000 
-  70,000  foUowera  of  Christ  in 
concentration  cam^  prisons, 
or  prison-like  conditions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Open  Doors. 

Possessing  a  Bible  could  re¬ 
sult  in  execution  or  s  lift  sen¬ 
tence  in  prison. 

CNN  estimated  200,000 
people  are  kept  in  a  network  of 
prison  camps  in  North  Korea, 
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and  the  U:S.  State  Department 
has  placed  North  Korea  on  its 
list  of  ’countries  of  particular 
concern’  for  its  violations  of 
religious  freedom. 

^'s  sister  said  her  broth¬ 
er’s  health  and  freedom  re¬ 
main  her  greatest  concerns. 
The  foet  ia  Kenneth’s  life  is  on 
the  line.*  She  urged  people  to 
advocate  for  his  immolate  re¬ 
lease  by  calling  their  congress¬ 
men,  the  State  Department, 


and  the  White  House  and  by 
visiting  fredmnnow.com. 

In  addition  to  signing  the 
petition  for  special  amnesty, 
Bae’s  supporters  are  ask¬ 
ing  people  to  send  letters  of 
hope  to  Ietterforkennethbae@’ 
gnmil.coin.  The  letters  are 
compiled  and  spnt  to  the  State 
Department,  and  then  they 
are  passed  to  Bae  through 
the  Swedish  ambassador  to 
North  Korea. 
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Surrounded  ^  a  large  number  of 


AY  SCHnSi,^ 
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>ur  Messiah:  Abused!  •Jo/7n  18:1-6,  17-24 


!  Aawereturntoouf'studyofJiduwe 
hould  remember  that  the  17th  chapter 
bowed  na  Jeaus  prayiiu  for  ua  ana  for 
he  eleven  aa  they  hceaHia  arreat  and 
cecution.  In  tcim^’a  leaaon  from  the 
rst  of  John'a  iSth  chapter  we  aee  a 
etaiied  historical  account  of  the  nasty 
ene  surrounding  Jesus'  arrest  and 
e  Jewish  Infers  trying  to  prepare 
lae  charges  against  Him  so  the  Ro- 
nans  will  cooperate  with  their  plot. 

■  First,  Jesus  and  the  alsyen  dis- 
iples  went  into  the  Garden  'lethse- 
ume  to  pray. 

■  Jesus  voluntarily  takes  the  initia* 
ve  to  meet  the  Roman  Soldiers.  Tern- 
le  Police,  and  Pharisees  and  identify 
limself  as  Jesus  the  Nazarene  whom 
bey  were  seeking.  . 

■  John  tell  us  when  Jesus  identified 
imsclf  by  saying  “I  am  He*  these  sea¬ 
med  Roman  Soldiers,  tough  Temple 

rds  and  arrogant  PharisM,  though 
armed  attdout  numbering  Jesus 


Jesus  healing  the  ear  of  the  High  John  wan 
Priest’s  slaveO  to  understai 

■  Jesus  is  taken  by  the  mob  to  An-  thatJesusw 

nas,  the  former  High  Priest.  voluntarily 

■  John  takes  mer  into  the  High  has  oven  1 

Priest's  courtyard  and  Peter  tells  toe  See  also  Lul 
servant  girt,  who  is  the  gatekeeper,  ly  shown  b 
that  he  was  not  one  of  Jesus’  disd^es.  Jesus,  knm 
(The  first  denial.)  about  to  ha| 

■  Next  Peter  moves  to  statul  irear  said  to  then 
the  charcoal  fire  to  keep  warm.  Those  for?"  John 
standing 

there  ask 
_  him  a  sec- 
'md  time  if 

mBk  Explora tbs 

ter  denied 
that  he 


armed  attdout  numbering  Jesus  cbus’  rdative  then  asks  Peter  for  the  Hi 


lie  nqund. 

ri  Simon  Peter  fearlessly  drew 
_  _  sword  and  began  an  aggressivi; 
attack  on  the  mob  that  had  come  to 

arrrat  lasM 

■  Jesus 'Immediately  teUs  Pater 
to  put  Iw  sword  away,  allow  Him  to 
curry  out  God>  will,  and  bmds  m^ 
chns’ ear  that  PMar  had  cut  off.  (I4ie 
22:15  is  where  we  find  the  account  of 


den?  And  Peter  lies  a  third  time  say¬ 
ing  he  was  not  in  the  garden.  Then 
the  cock  crowed  aa  Jesus  htd  said 
would  happen. 

■  An  lisa  then  aends  Jesus  to  Caia- 

Ebas,  his  son-in-law  who  is  serving  as 
ligh  Priest  at  the  time,  for  Cai^i^  to 
ruMter  stamp  the  iUe^  ni^  trial  so 
it  can  be  sent  to  the  Roman  governor 
idio  had  the  power  to  execute  Him. 


John  wants  the  readers  of  his  Gospel 
to  understand  throughout  his  account 
that  Jesus  was  in  chaige  and  is  going  to 
voluntarily  ‘drink  this  cup  the  Father 
has  given  Me,*  John  18:11  (HCSB). 
See  also  Luke  22:39-42.  This  is  clear¬ 
ly  shown  by  John's  account:  “Then 
Jesus,  knowing  everything  that  was 
about  to  happen  to  Him,  went  out  and 
said  to  them,  'Who  is  it  you’re  looking 
for?’*  John  18:4  (HCSB).  Three  times 
in  verses  s 
though  8 
Jesus  told 
’  ~  the  mob 

ilorsHniK  rV.Tl 

with  Don  Hicks  lijhte^'on 

a  bright 
night 
with  a  full 
moon  that 

He  was  the  one  they  were  looldng  for. 


6,  His  divine  nature  and  strength 
cund  though  so  strongly  that  Jesus 
had  to  wait  for  them  to  pick  them¬ 
selves  up  off  the  ground  and  partially 
regain  their  composure.  Then  in  John 
18:8  Jesus  said  strongly:  *I  told  you  I 
am  [He]*  (HCSB). 

John  continued  this  important  em- 
phams  on  Jesus  bring  totally  in  chaige 
all  the  way  through  the  crucifixion  in 


chapter  19  which  includes  this  impor¬ 
tant  teacUng:  'After  this,  when  Jesus 
knew  that  everything  was  now  accom¬ 
plished  that  the  Scripture  might  be  ful¬ 
filled,  He  said,  Tm  thirsty!' .  . .  When 
Jesus  had  recced  the  sour  wine.  He 
said,  'It  is  finished!’  He  gave  up  HU 
spirit,'  John  19:28-30  (HCSB).  Jesus, 
human  life  on  thU  earth  was  not  over 
until  Jesus  said,  *It  U  finUhed*  and 
'Hegave  up  HU  spirit.* 

There  U  a  secondary  theme  through 
the  passage  we  are  studying  today.  It 
concerns  Peter  N>  had  said  earlier  in 
the  evening,  *1  . .  why  can’t  I  fol¬ 

low  You  now?  .<ili  lay  down  my  life 
for  You!'*  John  13:37  (H(^B).  While 
it  U  certain  that  Peter  did  not  under¬ 
stand  what  he  was  saying  he  should 


heavily  armed  Roman  Soldiera  and  de- 
termined,  armed  Temple  Policy  Peter 
drew  hU  sword  and  began  to  fight  to 

_ ^  a_ _ irT ^  Ji 


rect  command  from  Jesus  that  stopped 
him.  Aa  you  study  Peter’s  life  after  the 
3  denUls,  hU  nnoerstanding  and  faith 
grew  and  Jesus  restored  him.  In  Acts 
2,  Peter  preached  with  the  same  deter¬ 
mination  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  and 
3,000  were  saved. 

Hkks  Is  a  member  of  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon. 


How  Can  1  Be  Sure  God  Exists?  •  Psalm  19:1-14 


tSTSailTfi^  hbaiff  AaW 
father's  sheep  in  die  hUl 


as  the  hMfecM  dedored  the  gh^  of 
Ged  arii  the  finnninent  showed  forth 
HfaTwdwusfc.  David  listened  to  the 
wnrdkas  JMSMM  and  knew  thatihe 
Oneishe  fesaM  such  majesty  had  to 
be  a  God  who  could  do  anything  ind 
knew  eveiytUng  and  was  eveiywlisre. 
Day  by  day  and  night  by  night  (M  was 
spcoimm  throi^  HU  creation  to  all 
people  u  an  p&ces,  revealing  hU  ex- 
kstsMe,  power,  love  and  care.  David 
d  wriarad  that  mere  was  no  place  where 
the  sound  (or  Ibne]  of  God’s  cieatioa 
had  not  been  heariL 
What  beaotlftd  word  pictures  David 
paiated  for  us  in  deacriDing  the  heav¬ 
ens.  Hepietniadtheniahttiineakyasa 
tahemaMe  ar  taut  for  the  sun  and  that 
each  amnttogtifo  sun  came  out  of  hU 
tent  ttm  a  baMSEwom  coming  out  of 


IboorlSiEMB^ri  Word  aaQa  us  mueh 
more’*  (David  Gnxik).  In  verses  6-9  be 
depicts  the  Word  of  God  as: 

llie  Law  of  the  Lord  —  David  said 
that  the  Uw  of  the  Lord  U  perfect,  con¬ 
verting  the' soul.  The  word  convertina 
hero  means  repairing,  refreslung  and 
restoring— the  same  word  that  U  used 
in  Psalm  23:3.  Obeyii^  God’s  Word 
brings  OCT  sow  refrying. 

The  Tcstiinony  of  the  Lord  — 
David  said 
that  the  tes¬ 
timony  of 
the  Lord  U 
sure  mak- 
ingwUethe 
sim^  We 
S^bonld 
asek  far 
and  desire  i 
the  wisdom 
ofCod.  It's 

available  to  ns  duough  HU  WotxL  No 


of  the  Word  rejoices  in  thU.  They  find 
joy;  actual  plenore  in  the  truth  of  God 
sikI  reUtionship  with  God  revealed  in 
HU  Word*  (Guxik). 

The  Comnaandnactit  of  the  Lord 
—  Oa'.id  declared  that  the  command¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  U  pure,  enlightening 
the  eyes.  Since  God  U  pure  and  holy, 
what  issues  from  HU  mouth  U  like¬ 
wise.  The  psalmist  said, 'The  entrance 
of  your  words  gives  light;  it  gives  un¬ 
derstand¬ 
ing  to  the 
aim  pie* 
(Psalm 
119:130). 

The 
Fear  of 
the  Lord 
—  The 
fear  of  the 
Lord  U 
dean,  en¬ 
during  forever.  It's  not  tarnished  and 


are  justice,  AGod  of  truth  and  without 
injustice;  Righteous  and  upright  U 
He*  (NKJV). 

And  the  Word  ofGod  U  predonsaad 
valuable  beyond  measure  -  more  to  be 
desired  than  much  fine  gold  and  sweet¬ 
er  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb.  Oh, 
that  we  would  desire  the  Word  of  God 
with  such  paasioa  and-reolUe  that  our 
attitude  toward  the  Word  of  God  U  a 
reflection  of  our  attitude  toward  the 
God  of  the  Word!  David  prayed,  as  we 
should,  that  God  would  cleanse  Him 
from  secret  feuhs  and  presumptuous 
sins.  1^  HU  Word,  we  His  servanU  are 
warnea  of  these  thinga. 

‘Unless  we  have  a  personal  rria- 
tkmship  with  the  Lord  ao  that  God  U 
our  Fatner  and  Jesus  U  our  Redeemer, 
what  we  see  in  creation  and  read  in  the 
Bible  will  not  do  us  much  good.  The 
Wend  in  the  hand  U  fine;  the  Word 
in  the  head  U  better,  the  Word  in  the 
heart  U  what  transforms  os  and  ma- 
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ATTENDANCE 

eont.  from  p.  1 

them  praying  for  one  anoth¬ 
er,  interc^ing  for  churches, 
and  worshipping  with  ‘ail 


thrirmighL* 

Floyd  hopes  that  now  that 
the  pastors  have  returned  to 
their  various  places  of  minis¬ 
try  acroes  the  country,  theyTl 
be  attentive  to  God  possi¬ 
bly  placing  a  burden  00  their 


hearts  to  lead  similar  gather¬ 
ings  in  their  own  regions  and 
states  baaed  on  the  principles 
theyVe  learned. 

"y/t  need  a  sptritual  move¬ 
ment  to  arise  in  every  state  in 
our  great  nation,  led  by  pas¬ 


tors,  to  move  God’s  people  to 
extraordiruiy  prayer,*  Floyd 
wrote  on  his  ola^  ‘God  U 
doiu  sometHing...  We  must 
reach  thU  world  for  Christ. 
The  hour  U  critical.  The 
time  U  short.  ThU  U  why  we 


need  to  practice  extraordi¬ 
nary  prayer.* 

The  gathering  has  a  web¬ 
site,  praying-pastors.com, 
and  a  Twitter  ha^Ug,  epray- 
ingpastors. 


Tie BamsT Rbooro  Jastmry 23,2014 
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Join  thouMnds  of  mon  Fathor't  Day  wookond  as  wa  dig  iato  God’s  «*ord  to 
loam  aihat  It  moans  to  "So  That  Man  *  tho  man  that  Gm  has  called  yoa  to  bo. 
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of  Christmas  was  hold  at  WIST  CHURCH,  HK»ORY  HAT  on  Dscambef  qwir.Ths  Rrst  Oych  UtBs Umbs. 

Hat  High  School  Choir  wars  fsstursd  during  the  program.  The  program  was  undsr  ths  dlrsction  of  Duncan  Sepsfar,  worship  lanw  K  wrat 
Tina  Bafcar.  Music Taachar at Hidcory Hat Anandanca Cantar.  -  --  '  - 
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%»ai  bast  the  GaU  Oty  Quartet  Feb. 
7.  Doots  open  at  6  pjB.;  ecnoert  at 
7.  For  tU«t  ififamiatinn,  caO  (328) 


Cioaer.  iiiinamr  of  youth 
acid  ytmog  adnita  at  Foacworth 
Omsk  Fotaaortlv  has  jpdbiiefaed  hie 
dart  Christian  aonelaaaedRaapen: 
TIk  Preston  Fnject.  It  b  svaOaUe  at 


Tha  Childran  in  Action  of  RIME  HHX  CHURCH.  ENTER¬ 
PRISE.  vtsrtad  Uksaida  NutMng  Cantar  in  Quitman.  They 


tha  BYW  of  CAtVARV  CHURCH.  BOOUE  CHITTO.  hadr 
MMChrtatmss  party  at  Kristi  Wlitts,  bringing  fingar  foods 
Mtid  a  (%rtstmas  omamant  to  swap.  Hal  Hatton,  pastor. 


w,>»w.aina20O^ta  hadwi.  pa-  took  carcto,  candy,  Wankots,  and  slippers  to  tho  rasidants  and 


petfaack.  and  in  frhook  on  fQndk. 


seng  Christmas  carols,  ke 


I 


